Issued: September 9, 2026

I. Funding Opportunity Description
The Johns Hopkins Center for AIDS Research is providing an opportunity for individuals who are working on an existing HIV grant to apply for additional funds to add an aim to the study/project. The PI of this application must be a Johns Hopkins faculty member and an Early-staged investigator as defined by the NIH. The applicant does not need to be the PI of the “parent” study.
II. Award Information
Funds Available
We anticipate budgets of $25,000 - $35,000, but may consider up to $50,000 in direct costs, based on the number of fundable applications received. Budgets will be heavily scrutinized and higher budget requests need to be well justified. Indirect costs will be calculated by the CFAR and added at the time of funding. We plan to award up to 6 grants depending upon the number of fundable applications and the budgets of each award. If awarded, these additional aims must be completed by April 30, 2027. The possibility of a no-cost extension is unknown at this time, as the current CFAR grant will be ending on that date. 
III. Eligibility Information
A. Eligible Applicants
· Johns Hopkins faculty
· Applicants must meet the NIH definition of a new investigator. If you have been awarded a R01 or equivalent since you were awarded your CFAR award, you are not eligible.
Applications from ineligible applicants will not be considered.
B. Project Information
· Projects should be “shovel ready”, with existing IRB approvals.
· International studies will be reviewed, however, due to time constraints and delays in obtaining NIH International Clearance, only studies with existing, de-identified data, that will NOT include any foreign collaboration will be considered.
· New Humans Subjects Research will not be permitted this award cycle
· If you have any questions about  this, please contact us.
IV. Application and Submission Information
A. Content and Form of Application Submission
Please complete the online application HERE
Proposals are expected to be concise with the narrative of the application being no longer than three pages, single-spaced. The required components of the application are:
	Component
	Format and Notes

	Project Narrative
· Background of “parent” award and why the new aim should be added
· Description of new aim
· Methods
· Status of “parent” study and Timeline
	Word Doc

	Proposed budget
	Use Simple Budget Form


	Note: Budget form may be found on the CFAR website (click on Download Application Materials)
The project narrative and budget should be merged into one PDF file and emailed to CFAR@jhmi.edu 
 A note regarding Office of Research Administration: This funding mechanism uses internal funding and does not require review or approval by an Office of Research Administration. Similarly, applications are submitted directly by investigators to the CFAR and not through RASP.
B. Submission Dates and Times
Application Due Date: 09:00 AM on October 26, 2026
	Application Processing
Applications must be received no later than the date listed on the announcement. If an application is received after that date, it will not be reviewed. Upon receipt, applications will be evaluated for completeness and responsiveness. Incomplete and non-responsive applications will not be reviewed.
C. Funding Use and Restrictions
Funds can be requested to support the research endeavors of the faculty member, i.e., technical support, lab supplies, assays, computer time, and limited research equipment. Salary to support the applicant may be requested. Additionally, although post-doctoral researchers may be involved in these pilot grants, it is not the purpose of these grants to provide substantial support for post-doctoral researchers. Application budgets will be reviewed and the Center may elect, on a case-by case basis, to deny funding if the budget appears excessive for the proposed activities.
VI. Application Review Information
A. Triage
Applications will be subjected to triage where applications will be reviewed for compliance with faculty status eligibility criteria. Further, applications will be reviewed to determine if they propose research projects. Applications not fitting eligibility criteria will not be submitted for scientific review.
B. Primary Review Criteria 
The primary criterion for evaluation of the application is scientific merit and the concomitant likelihood of future funding.
C. Review and Selection Process
Applications will be reviewed in a process that resembles an NIH study section. Each application will be reviewed by a study section (Social, Prevention and Community-based Research; Clinical research; Immunology, Virology and Molecular Biology; Epidemiology/Biostatistics; Implementation Science); a reviewer meeting will be scheduled. Critique information will be compiled and distributed, but applicants should not expect the same extensive commentary as contained in an NIH-type review.
Review criteria:
· Is the aim clear, concise, and measurable? Is it feasible given the timeline?
· Does this investigator provide a sound and convincing plan for use of the data/outcomes from this study to seek additional research funding?
· If the aims of the application are achieved, what is the likelihood that the data will contribute to a high-quality application for subsequent funding?
E. Anticipated Announcement and Award Dates
Announcement of awardees is anticipated by December 1st 
VII. Award Administration Information
A. Award Notices
Award notices will be issued from the Administrative Office of the Center for AIDS Research and will contain account numbers to be used in connection with the pilot grants. Indirect costs will be added to the award at this time.
B. Publicity
Information about grants awarded under this program, subsequent awards, and publications will be posted on the Center for AIDS Research website. Applicants must agree to credit the Center for AIDS Research in any publication or applications that result from awards. Examples of the language required can be found on our website
VII. Additional Information and Questions
	Requests for additional information and questions may be directed to:
			Anne R. Efron, MSN, MPH
			Center for AIDS Research
			CRB II, 1M.02
			aefron@jhmi.edu
			cfar@jhmi.edu
			410-502-2803
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